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A 


LETTER 


* IN ANSWER TO A 


FRIEN D, 


Upon Notice of a Book Entituled, A Short View 


of the Late Troubles in England, Whezcin in the VIII®- 
Chapter che Occaſion of the Exccrable Iriſh Rebellion 
XLI. 1s egregioutly nultaken. 


SIR, 


MOEK9 PS, S ſoon as I received Yours of the 26" Inſtant, 1 ago 
FLO CGE enquired for The ſhort View of the Late Troubles in . 
which I found at our Stationers: I fell preſently on the Eighth 
Chapter, whie (as you have obſery*d) ought tobe Corre&- 
ed; the Author endeavouring to make the Gtand Conſpire- 
tors in the Long Parliament 41- a Great Occaſion of the Iriſh 
Inſurreition, though not of their Connſell and Contrivance. 


I have nothing to plead for thofe Confpirators, the Event of their Counſels be- 
ing Shame and Confuſion. But **there are thoſe alive (writes an Hluſtrious Per- 
* {on.) that know how far (at firſt) their Souls abhorr'd, what afterwatds neither 
« Policy or Power could reſtrain. When (as his Majeſty from Bred obſerves) 
« Through Miſtakes and Miſunderſtandings Many Inconveniencies were produc'd, 
« which were not intended. However, we are told, That the Parliament us not to be 
excus'd from giving great Occaſion of Rebellion, beſides Suſpicion of a Deſign. Though 
the Earl of Caftlehaven (in his Epiſtle to his Memorres) which ought ever to be 
refleted on, is ſo juſt as to confeſs, * That the ir: Rebellion brake forth in a 


«time of ſettled Peace, without the leaſt Occaſion given z whick comes now to be 


conſider?d. | 
The Method the Author takes I am ſorry to find, being, That he makes the Con- 


ſpiracies and Plors that were charg'd on thoſe of the Iriſh Profeſſion in England, to be. 


meer Forgery ; whence the Iriſh cook, 4 ſuſpition, left they too ſhould be debarr'd of a Re- 
ligien depivutd from their Anceſtors 1 | 7 on 
What was fuſpeRted of the Engliſh Romanifts, 1 ſhall not here inſiſt on; itbein 

Notorious that the late Plot (ſo uneafte to the Ring; fo deſperate to the State) 
been like the Dragon in the Apocalyps, long watching to devour the Proteſtants, 
though great Subtiſty hath been us'd , both in the Chair and Pulpit, todecry what 
tarh been forctold thereof: As ifall the Comptaintsagainſt Popery, theſe Fifty or 
Sixty years, had been as Properties only ro colour the neglett of moreweighty Bu- 
finels, and. affronc the Government, tilt the Event had almoſt juſtified the Au- 
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thorough PraCtice of it at that day, tilltheir Preſumption look*d Authority in the 


Biſhops for-all-their-$ces, moſt of whom the 
and in all likelihood for this Occaſion. They 
mnyents of ſeveral:Orders in that Kingdom, and 
of it, freely exerciſing their Function. So as in reference 

c N to expett 4 Storm, much leſs That That and 
their Nation ſhould be extirpated: Which from a Rumor raisd at an Athze (astis 
feign*d) from Sr. William Parſens end Sr. Adam Lofrus, © That ap Army of 100co 
« Ccots was to arrivein Ireland, to force the Catholicks to change their Religion, 
&« and that Hreland could never do well without a Rebellion, to the End the Rem- 
*©nant of t afjves might b#extirpated, hath begot ſome Credit, though on (6 
improbablegrounds, that IS not like that men of ſuch Eſtates in Ireland, who had 
been ſo ſignally-Inſtrumental to the ſettlement of that Kingdom in Peace, and had 
ſuch a Numerouy Progeny, 


ould ever hope for a Diſturbance there, where the Re- 
ſultmmaſt berheir, certain Rain: :No! This Rumor was hatch?d, as the Rebellion, 
Firſt to raiſe Tymults, and then by unjuſtifiable and improbable Pretences to ground 
their*aſſuming Arins thereon. » It muſt be confelſs*d, the riſb were ever zealous a(- 
ſerters of theif Religion-z at may be (as we are told) 1300 years; but That was not, 
as the Learned and Incomparable Archbiſhop Uſher affirms, what is now own?d, 
the Ancient Religion of thelriſh, However; before the Rebellion broke forth, was 
there ever any thing declared againſt the Connivance which had been uſed in that 
Kingdom ever ſince the Reformation, of which we have ſpoke ſomething before ? 
No! Nothing but their inbred hatred to the Engliſh tended to makeit a National 
Quparrel; from whence, if many proy?*d to be eradicated, their own Guilt begat 

w_ 4s for the Iriſh Commutee®s being conftrain'd (after his Majeſties going for Scor- 
Land the toth.- Auguſt 41.) to return without any Rgdreſs. It's ſuch a Miſtake, as there 
was nothing which this Committee requelted, which was not fully granted, His 
Majeſty. (as tothe Favour this Committee had with the Parliament) expreſlly decla- 
ring Alſo; **:That thoſe of the Parliament of /reland, by whom that Rebellion was 
* hatch*d, were (by the Members of the Parliament of England) countenanc?d in 
&«their,Complaints and Proſecutions Yea the Lord Keeper in his Speeches in the 
Banquetting Hquſe the 2 1th of April 40. acquaints the Commons (as an Argument 
to truſt the, King if they would ſupply his late Neceſſities) That the 7r;ſþ had all that 
they did defite granted, and had it with Advantage. So as the riſ(how confident 
ſoever the View of the Late Troubles in England will have it) can never be ſaid to be 
exaſperated - That under Colour of ſuppreſſing them as Rebels (from which all the Water 
of the | Sea cannot waſh them) chey might bewaterly deftroy'd or eradicated : Indeed I 
cannot ſay, ,but whea the Rebells were in Arms, the leaſt Proceedings againlt them 
(how juſt loever) might be /rcenrzves ſufficient to blow up the Sparks in others,which 
wanted. not -prediſpos?d Fuel for Rebellion. But that which the Parliament did 
then ſhou'd encourage the Rebels, is a Suggeſtion ſo improbable, that thoſe who 
read.the Order of the Lords and Commons in Parliament in England, concerning 
Ireland, \reprinted at Dublin, the x2th. of Nov,*wooing the Rebels to Submiſſion, 
allowing'Rewards to ſuch as ſhould do ſervice to the State, and the States frequenr 
offers to the ſame purpoſe, muſt conclude the Parliament neither gave Occgſon of 
(nor had a Deſign 1n ) the /riſb Rebellion : It*s wiſhed that thoſe, who cover that 


| Rebellion with theſe Fig-Leaves, work not in the ſame Loom. 


1 cannot fay but the Scors were willing to have had larger footing in Treland than 
they then had : Yet I do not find (by any Attempt they made) That they ever endar- 
d the'Shouldering of the Natives om, Nay! So far was the Care of the State re- 
markable before the Rehellion,, leſt the Scors (menacing England) ſhould offer any 
Violence on the North of Ireland, as the State Anno 39. ſent.an Army down thither 
purpoſely to awe the Scots, under a Command that very prudently manag'd that Af- 


fair. And Anno 40, the Earl of Srrafferd order*d his New-rais*'d Army to hy _ 
endez- 
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Rendezyourz in the North, intending to have landed them near Dunbarr Frith in 
Scotland, the better to divert the Scores from attempring Jreland ; Than which 
there cannot be a greater Proof that the Inſolencies of the Scots (how maliciouſly ſoe- 
ver inforc?d) could never be able to have Eradicated the Narives, 

But we are told in the next place, That the Eager Proſecution of the At for the Con- 
fſcation of the Kebels Lands was not without ſuſpiton, T bat the Memovers at Weſtmin- 
ſter urg*d that Att ro provoke the Rebels: Whereas,(as Aﬀairs then ſtood) no other expe- 
dient could then readily be found,or,if there could, could any rhing have been more 
juſt, than that the Engl:ſb (by the forfeiture ofthe Ir; Eſtates) might thereby have 
been ſomewhat repair*d, and for the future ſecur'd intheir Station? 1n reference to 
which(after his Majeſty had propos'd,** Whether it were ſeaſonable to declare Reſo- 
*<lutions,before the Events of a War be ſeen: He gave therh thanks for their Care and 
* chearful Engagement for the Suppreſſion of that Rebellion, upon the ſpeedy effett- 
« ing whereof the Glory of God in the Proteſtant Profeſſion,the Safety of the Britiſh 
there, His Honour, and that of the Nation ſo much depended. 

As for the hindring of his Majeſty to go over, the Reaſons the Parliament gave were 
ſo obvious, as his Majeſty acquielced therein ; replying in his Anſwer to the Parlia- 
ment onthat Subje&, ** That he was glad to find the work of Ireland {o eaſie as they 
«ſeem?dto think it ; It not appezring when He ſent his Meſſage, and therefore He 
* would ſtay ſome time, to ſee the Event of thoſe great Succelles rhey mention*d, 
*till he had given them a Second Notice. 

And as for the getting of the War into their Own Hands, It's Evident that few would 
have adventur*d (at that time of Fears and Jcalouſies) to have advanc'd large Sums, 
had they not had a Gracious Commithon from his Majeſty ; impowering ſuch per- 
{ons as were recommended to Him by the Parliament, © To adviſe,, order, and 
* diſpoſe of All things concerning the Government and Defence of that Kingdom ; 
In ſuch a way as ſhould be thought moſt effeftual by the Wiſdom and Authority of 
Parliament ! It being known that the 1r;ſ} won Ground, when the Parliament every 
hour wither*d in his Aﬀections. 

It*s generally reported (and thence ſome have madea Concluſion) That if the 
8000 disbanded Irith had been permitted (as promi#'d) to have been tranſported for Spain, 
the Iriſh might have wanted an Enconragement to have proceeded in their deſperate Entey- 
prize, It cannot bedenied but that the "7 (who were train*d up in that Army 
were very ſerviceable to the Rebels at their firſt Adventure: And ſome have thought 
it an ill Policy in the State There, That the | ſhould be inſtrufted in Arms, 
But certain it was, that the whole 8000 were never deſign®d to be ſent abroad; and 
for thuſe that were hindred, it was more the Artifice of. the Romiſh Members of 
Parliament in Ireland, who by very many plauſible and infinuating Arguments im- 
portunately urg'd their ſtay, than any Motion Inforc*d by the Engliſh Parliament, 
more than that they might be made good Husband-men at home, of which thar 
Kingdom had great need. 

As to the want of a Lord Lieutenant in Ireland, (the Earl of Strafford not being long 
before taken off) it muſt he acknowledg?d, that he was an Eminent Inſtrument of 
State, and had as great an Inſight into the Temper and Condition of the /r:ſh, as 
happily any that preceeded or may ſucceed him. Yer it mult alfo be allow?d, that 
the times were of themſelves quiet, -and the ſeveral Humors were not fo angerly ga- 
thered together as to force a Criſis, ſo as imperfect Plots were eaſily broken , where- 
as if he had liv'd to the Seaſon, there being at that time Complications both of 
Encouragement and Connivance, the Rebellion might have outwatch'd his Provi- 
dence; Nothing by the Governors, then in place, being attempted like thoſe In» 
citements which the Conſpirators (from his Lordſhips Government) avow as the 
Riſe and Growth of all their Complaintsand Grievances. Beſides, within few days 
after that the Earl of Strafford was beheaded, the Earl of Leiceſter (who had been 
imployed in moſt of the conſiderable Embaſſies abroad) was deſign*d for that Go- 
vernment ; © Being thought by his Knowledge in Martial Afﬀairs, and other his 
« oreat Abilities, to be abundantly capable to reduce the {iſh to due Obedience : 
And certainly had he gone over, the Civil and Martial Power having been lodgd 
in One hand, there would haye been that Expedition in the work, as others, ta- 
king meaſures from their Intereſt, unfortunately prolong'd. : 

Other 
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Other things, as he 1nſurrettion of the Scots, from whence the /-iſb might feign 
a Preſident, but juſtly could make That no Example : And The Parliaments wii l- 
lingneſs to levy men, till the King bad diſclaim*d bis Power of Preſſins ; The Parliaments 
making uſe of the Money for the Kelief of Ireland; might here be inſiſted on : But whar 
are theſe to the Motives or Occaſion of that Rebellion fully diſcujsd in the Treaty 
at oo” Indeed it may be ſaid that thoſe who in Theſe, or other reſpects 
wrought their own Ends, were ObſtruGters of that War: Bur nothing appears ſo 
plain, as that the unhappy difference betwixt the King and Parliament then, was 
the chief Obſtacle. And for thas Particular ſo much enforc?d, That Orders were 
ade by the Houſe of Parliament in England, encroaching upon the Priviledges of Parlj- 
ament in Ireland, I muſt confeſs I am ignorant; unleſs as to Sr. Geo;ze Radcliff %s 
Caſe, who being a Member of the Commons Houle of Parliament in /reland, was 
ſent for thence , After a long Debate, whether it would not be a Breach of Privi- 
ledge ofthe Parliament there, to demand by Order of the Cormmons of England 2 
Member thence? Which was unanimouſly agreed on to be no Breach of Priviledge, 
for that being impeach?d of Treaſon, there was no doubt but he might be ſent for 
Thence : No Priviledge of Parliament neither Here nor There. being ſufficient to 
Prote@t him; And accordingly the King writ to his Deputy, that Expedition mighr 
he ſhew?d in that Buſineſs, which effeRually was done. And I find Sr. Fobn Vaughan 
(late Lord Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas in England) in Craw*s Cafe verſus 
Ramſey fol. 292. makes it evident, ©* That Ireland is not abſolute Sui Juris, decla- 
ring amongſt other things, © That the Parliament There cannot make ir (elf nor 
ſubject tothe Laws, and ſubordinate to the Parliament of England ; which, in that 
Irelandis a Conquer'd Nation, may eaſily be allow*d, and not thought much of by 
any whoſe Intereſt is Englſh, or their Hearts Loyal , after ſuch an expence of 
Treaſure, and ſo much Blood as the Engi;fþ have been prodigal of to ſubdue that 


Kingdom. 

o conclude, Weare told, That the Northern Parts of Ireland were given up to the 
Scots, and a ſmall Body of the Engliſh were ſent to preſerve the South, That a conſider- 
able Force of the Scors went thither is certain, but what Service they did there more 
than live upon the Countrey, is to be enquired. Indeed thoſe who were there be- 
fore acted well, and *rwas thought that the New Scors were ſent thither more for 
Eonveniency (the Paſſage being ſhort) than for any Confidence repos'd in them ; 
His Majeſty very materially taking notice, That ſome of the Articles (by which 
; they came thither) imployed too great Truſt for Auxiliary Forces, though to pre- 

* vent greater Delays in the neceſſary Supply of Ireland, He would not further in- 
& {ſt on any thing that would delay them. And as for the Engliſh in the South, 
their Courage and Condutteyery way appeared remarkable, the Ceſſation being 
made to their Prejudice. and the Caufes of it (neceſlity) evidenced lately (by an 
Excellent Pen ) to be diſputable, if not fiftitious; ſerving rather to give the /r; 
more Security, than advance the Ergl:h Intereſt , ©* the Confederates 
* might Reign alone. 

Thus I have run o*re the Eighth Chapter you commended to my view in the 
Short View of the Late Troubles 5n d, and that not with ſo ſevere a Refleftion 
as it required, It being like to be Favour*d, when I may not be heard : But in 
maintenance of the Engliſh Intereſt in Heland', the State*s Integrity there, and 
what was boldly attempted by the 1riſh, you ſhall ever have the Aﬀection of 


SIR, 
| Tour Faithful Humble 
Thelaſt of 
Servant. 
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